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SOME HISTORY:

On January 1st, 1804, Haiti became |\
the first independent black-led *
nation in the post- colonial world.
To this day; it is the only nation
who's autonomy was gained through a
- successful slave revolt. Though it's
origins are cause for freedom loving
folks around the world to rejoice,
Haiti is the poorest nation in the
western world, without a single city
that has a public sewage system and
most of the population living without
-

access to clean drinking water. (,—J
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THENOOO |
On January 12th, 2010, an b

' earthquake that measured 7.0 on the
Richter scale (a force equivalent to
‘ i the explosion of 32 MILLION TONS of |
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TNT, ) devastated Haiti. Its epicenter

was 9 miles from Port-Au-Prince, the

capital, and it has been estimated that

75% of the city's structures were

| reduced to rubble, with the death toll |
likely over 200,000, and 3 million

people homeless (just imagine if the
entire population of chicago lived on

pul—

the streets...).




The United States haé had an
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intimate hand in Haiti's harrowing

history, including a Military L::3>

occupation which spanned from 1915 to = l]

1934, and the backing of a 1950 §§£;;7 |
- military coup which led to the 30-year t:> ‘
- dictatorship of Papa Doc and then Baby

g Doc Duvalier, who are responsible for
the deaths of TENS OF THOUSANDS of

t/-\lpeople. - |
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Now, as tragedy strikes Haiti,
the U.S. has responded primarily by
establishing a military presence; it
has deployed over 12,000 troops and has
turned the Port-au-Prince airport into
its base of operations in order to
monitor all food and medical supplies
coming into the country. Troops have
even BLOCKED HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS from
around the world FROM ENTERING THE
COUNTRY. Its actions make it quite
clear that aiding victims of the
earthquake is not the U.S. military's
primary goal, but rather they are after
the ESTABLISHMENT OF MILITARY CONTROL.
At the behest of US secretary of state
Hillary Clinton, the Haitian Government
declared a state of emergency six days
after the earthquake, which created
martial law conditions to be enforced
by the U.S. Military. Already, troops
have fired tear gas and rubber bullets
at crowds who had congregated "too
close™ to tho gates of the Port-au-
Prince airport looking for food and
medical aid because distribution of
supplies coming into the country has
been pitifully sparse.

THIS IS
CRIMINAL NEGLIGENCE.
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 DISASTER CAPITALISM
IN HAZITIX

It has become U.S. policy to take
advantage of people during the period
of shock after a catastrophe to further
their own agendas. We see evidence of
this after 9/11, after Hurricane
Katrina, and now after the earthquake

'"that has destroyed Haiti. The Heritage

Foundation, the company that only
thirteen days after Hurricane Katrina
proposed closing down housing projects
and turning the area into an enterprise
zone free of regulation, taxes, or any
kind of reasonable labor laws, has
already said of the situation 1in Haiti,
“pmidst the suffering, CRISIS in Haiti
OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES toO the U.S. In
addition to providing immediate
humanitarian assistance, the U.S.
response to the tragic earthquake in
Haiti earthquake OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES
TO RE-SHAPE HAITI'S LONG-DYSFUNCTIONAL
GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMY AS WELL AS TO
IMPROVE THE IMAGE OF THE UNITED STATES
IN THE REGION.” |

On January 25th, Government
Ministers, international bankers and
aid agencies convened in Montreal to
discuss plans for reconstruction and
aid in Haiti. Though no new plans for
medical assistance were put forth, the
proposals for rebuilding involved the
exploitation of the millions of
noverty-stricken (and now homeless)
Haitians, who would labor for

x‘ starvation wages. —@
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U Let's not sit in
1naction as our
government takes -
advantage of another
shock victim.
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Right now, what Haiti needs is A

medical aid, not the abuse of a
profit-obsessed nation looking to
capitalize on its misfortune.
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If you haven't already,
you can send your donation to:
Partners In Health \
\\% P.0. Box 845578 v
>\é Boston, MA ©2284-5578 N
. . - v
A Or visit www.pih.org to find out how =<
Qb else you can help. - f?
vV
>< (We.suggest Partners In Health because of g
A thelr longstanding establishment in Haiti Y
§;: and their practice of hiring local people ;’4
A to help deliver health care to their A
neighbors, but choose for yourself! Just be F iy
sure to research first.)
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Further Reading:

world Socialist Website (www.wsSws.org)

Room For Debate Blog |
www . roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com
(Jan. 14th, "The Help that Haltl Needs")

The wall Street Journal, www.wsj:com
(Jan. 25th, "Haiti: Obama's Katrina")

- The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster
Capitalism by Naomi Klein




SOFLARLBAM B MAIL-LOM  FUCK CoPYRILYETS.



